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‘TACARNETABOONFOR
EXPORTERS AND EXHIBITORS'

A Workshop on ATA Camet “Your visa
for temporary export/ import of goods
between international borders”, was or-
. ganized in the city by FICCI to inform
and educate the exporter community
about the benefits of using ATA Carnet.

- ATACametis a temporary admission
document which simplifies the customs
procedures and clearances in a foreign
country, without paying duty or a bank
guarantee for temporary import into that
country. Like a passport for goods, ATA
Carnet allows for the goods for which it
was issued to enter any of the partici-
pating countries for up to one year. An
ATA Camet holder can avoid customs
declaration and can do away with secu-
rity deposit or guarantees in the country
of importation. In India, FICCl is the sole
National Guarantor for ATA Carnet (sup-
ported by the Ministry of Commerce &
Industry).

ATA Camet covers several for use for
presentation or use at trade fairs, shows,
exhibitions, meetings etc. for temporary
export into a country which is a signa-
tory to the conventions governing ATA
Camets. Goods must be re-exported out
of every country and re-imported into In-
dia within a year. At present 71 coun-
tries recognize ATA Carnet, including
Ausiralia, Canada, France, Germany,
Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Spain, UAE, UK
and USA. Discussions are also being
held with Taiwan to enter into a bilateral
agreement on Camet-like mechanism to
facilitate temporary movement of goods
between India and Taiwan.

The Government is actively consider-
ing to expand the scope of ATA Caret
convention. At present, India is a signa-
tory to convention on exhibitors and fairs
only. It is proposed to expand the same
to cover commercial samples, profes-
sional ecuipment, private exhibitions, film
shootings, musical troupes, sports and
media coverage etc. FICCI, which is the
National issuing and Guaranteeing As-
sociation (NIGA) for implementing ATA
Camnets in India, is pursuing the matter

carnet

with the Ministry of Finance for the ex-
pansion of scope of system to cover pro-
fessional equipment and commercial
samples.

Highlighting the benefits of ATA Camet
at the workshop, Nirankar Saxena, Di-
rector FICCl stated, “FICCl—the National
Issuing and Guaranteeing Association
(NIGA) of Camet is currently working on
methodology and framework to include
the import provision for professional
equipments from foreign countries with-
out creating revenue loss to the govern-
ment“. He exhorted the businessmen
to avail of ATA carnet facility for hassle
free business promotion.

In his special address to the partici-
pants, Sanjay Kumar Agarwal, Commis-
sioner (Airport & Air Cargo), Chennai
Customs, said ATA Carnet is a passport
for multiple entry and exit of goods with-
out hassle”. He stressed on the need
to be vigilant and careful while following
the procedures of stamping, sealing and
getting entries registered in the carnet
correctly at every country entry/exit
point. He called for giving the same im-
portance to carnets as one would give
to their respective passports. He assured

that the local customs would come for-
ward if any ATA Carnet user faces delay
or harassment. He also said the close
cooperation between customs depart-
ment and FICCI would help in overcom-
ing the practical difficulties.

Making a special address on the oc-
casion, Satish Kumar Reddy, Director
(ICD), Ministry of Finance, said there is
tremendous scope for export business
and ATA-Carnet is a guideline which the
exporters have to adher to derive maxi-
mum benefits. He mentioned that that
with strongly expanding and diversifying
international trade and increasing inter-
national exchange of professional, sci-
entific, cultural objective the need of in-
strumenits like ATA carnet for encourag-
ing temporary admission is necessary.
He presented the structure, basic prin-
ciples and benefits of ATA Convention.

S. Vijayalakshmi, Sr. Asst. Director,
FICCI, in her presentation said that FICCI
is the national issuing association for
ATA-Carnet document and the process
pattern is rigid before the document is
approved. The processing is done in 48
hours and the ATA Carnet is valid for one
year across 71 countries.
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